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§ 123.107 What is mitigation?

Mitigation means specific measures
taken by you to protect against recur-
ring damage in similar future disas-
ters. Examples include retaining walls,
sea walls, grading and contouring land,
relocating utilities and modifying
structures. The money that you can
borrow for mitigation is limited to the
lesser of the cost of mitigation, or 20
percent of your loan to repair or re-
place your damaged primary residence
and personal property. SBA will not ac-
cept a request for a loan increase for
mitigation filed after final disburse-
ment of your original loan unless you
can show that your request was late be-
cause of substantial reasons beyond
your control.

PHYSICAL DISASTER BUSINESS LOANS

§ 123.200 Am I eligible to apply for a
physical disaster business loan?

(a) Almost any business concern or
charitable or other non-profit entity
whose real or tangible personal prop-
erty is damaged in a declared disaster
area is eligible to apply for a physical
disaster business loan. Your business
may be a sole proprietorship, partner-
ship, corporation, limited liability
company, or other legal entity recog-
nized under State law. Your business’
size (average annual receipts or num-
ber of employees) is not taken into
consideration in determining your eli-
gibility for a physical disaster business
loan. If your damaged business occu-
pied rented space at the time of the
disaster, and the terms of your busi-
ness’ lease require you to make repairs
to your business’ building, you may
have suffered a physical loss and can
apply for a physical business disaster
loan to repair the property. In all other
cases, the owner of the building is the
eligible loan applicant.

(b) Damaged vehicles, of the type
normally used for recreational pur-
poses, such as motorhomes, aircraft,
and boats, may be repaired or replaced
with SBA loan proceeds if you can sub-
mit evidence that the damaged vehi-
cles were used in your business at the
time of the disaster.

§ 123.201 When am I not eligible to
apply for a physical disaster busi-
ness loan?

(a) You are not eligible for a physical
disaster business loan if your business
is an agricultural enterprise or if you
(or any principal of the business) fit
into any of the categories in § 123.101.
Agricultural enterprise means a busi-
ness primarily engaged in the produc-
tion of food and fiber, ranching and
raising of livestock, aquaculture and
all other farming and agriculture-re-
lated industries.

(b) Sometimes a damaged business
entity (whether in the form of a cor-
poration, limited liability company,
partnership, or sole proprietorship) is
engaged in both agricultural enterprise
and a non-agricultural business ven-
ture. If the agricultural enterprise part
of your business entity has suffered a
physical disaster, that enterprise is not
eligible for SBA physical disaster as-
sistance. If the non-agricultural busi-
ness venture of your entity has suf-
fered physical disaster damage, that
part of your business operation would
be eligible for SBA physical disaster
assistance. If both the agricultural en-
terprise part and the non-agricultural
business venture have incurred phys-
ical disaster damage, only the non-ag-
ricultural business venture of your
business entity would be eligible for
SBA physical disaster assistance.

(c) If your business is going to relo-
cate voluntarily outside the business
area in which the disaster occurred,
you are not eligible for a physical dis-
aster business loan. If, however, the re-
location is due to uncontrollable or
compelling circumstances, SBA will
consider the relocation to be involun-
tary and eligible for a loan. Such cir-
cumstances may include, but are not
limited to:

(1) The elimination or substantial de-
crease in the market for your products
or services, as a consequence of the dis-
aster;

(2) A change in the demographics of
your business area within 18 months
prior to the disaster, or as a result of
the disaster, which makes it uneco-
nomical to continue operations in your
business area;
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